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He tried to unify the teachings of the Gita, the Sermon on the
.Mount, and The Light of Asia.
Gandhi got interested in atheism too, as Bradlaugh was then its
chief advocate. Atheism had no effect on him but Bradlaugh he
revered. The " member for India", as Bradlaugh was known for his
interest in Indian affairs, died in January 1891. Gandhi along with
several British celebrities attended the funeral of Bradlaugh. "For
atheists like Bradlaugh, truth held the same place as God for others/'
was the opinion of Gandhi.
As a result of newspaper reading, Gandhi kept himself informed
of current events. There was in London the dockers' strike in
1889. Gandhi in company with an Indian friend went to Cardinal
Manning to congratulate him for helping the strikers.
Dadabhai was in London at the time. In 1890 he started India,
a journal for the discussion of Indian affairs, which influenced the
young Indian students in England, who then numbered about two
hundred, and used to address meetings at the Indian Association.
Gandhi once mustered courage at one of these meetings to present
to Dadabhai the note of introduction. Dadabhai said, "You can
come and have my advice whenever you like."
There was an exhibition in Paris in 1890 and the famous Eiffel
Tower completed in the previous year attracted wide attention.
Tolstoy was the chief among those who disparaged it. The contro-
versy created great interest and Gandhi went to see the Eiffel Tower
himself. He was impressed by its dimensions but found nothing artist-
ic about it which could contribute to the beauty of the exhibition.
He was impressed by the ancient churches in Paris and especially the
construction of Notre Dame and the elaborate decoration of the
interior with its beautiful sculptures. Gandhi stayed seven days in the
French capital.
He was admitted at the Inner Temple on November 6, 1888.
To appear for the bar examination Gandhi had to stay three
years in England. "Keeping terms" meant attending at least six
dinners in a term, sumptuous dinners costing about three shillings
each* All ate and drank the good commons but Gandhi ate only
bread, boiled potatoes and cabbage. He was in great demand
because two bottles of wine were allowed to each group of four and
he did not drink. The examinations were easy but unlike others
Gandhi studied all the text-books and read Roman Law in Latin.